
Setting Expectations:
Engineered Materials

Canyon Creek Cabinet Company offers a wide variety of 
engineered cabinet materials, and want you to be aware 
of their special characteristics and cleaning requirements. 
"Engineered materials" refers to any man-made materials 
adhered to a substrate to give cabinets a look and feel very 
similar to traditional finished wood doors or contemporary 
styles in vibrant colors.

DISPLAYS/SAMPLES: Samples specific to any project 
should be ordered for review, evaluation and acceptance  
of the color, sheen and quality. Each laminate, TSS or foil 
material has properties that are important to understand.

LAMINATE: Laminate is manufactured in one of two ways: 
under high pressure or low pressure. Laminate has many 
features that account for its widespread use: It's available  
in hundreds of designs; is low-maintenance, heat- and 
impact-resistant, and it offers high value for the investment. 

TSS: Thermo-Structured Surface is a high-pressure 
laminated product that combines 3-dimensional textures 
with high definition images precisely aligned to provide 
the look of real wood. TSS is made from unique decorative 
paper treated with melamine resins, heat and pressure to 
become part of the panel itself. It contains up to four layers 
of paper below the decorative top layer. This results in a 
deeper texture and a significantly more durable finish; it is 
wear rated similar to HPL.

LPL: Low-Pressure Laminates are also known as melamine 
boards or direct-pressure laminates and are typcially a 
particleboard substrate with a white or almond face color. 

They are comprised of a single-wear layer over a single 
decorative sheet and are only recommended for vertical 
surfaces or low-impact/low-traffic areas. LPLs have a very 
low initial cost and lower wear resistance than HPL. They 
are available in a limited number of designs and finishes.

HPL, or High-Pressure Laminate, is thicker, stronger and 
more durable, and is the most commonly used laminate. 
HPLs are comprised of multiple layers of resin-treated 
paper fused together during manufacturing. HPLs have 
a dimensional behavior similar to wood, and expand and 
contract with humidity. They are recommended for any 
application in which durability and impact resistance are 
concerns, and have a low initial cost. HPL is also available in 
hundreds of designs and multiple finishes.

Thermofoil: Doors are created from a substrate of MDF 
(Medium Density Fiberboard) shaped with routers to create 
the style. A rigid vinyl foil is heated, then vacuumed and 
bladder pressed with a bonding adhesive onto the MDF 
substrate. (Available in Katana only.)

NOTE: Laminates and thermofoil are materials that are 
bonded to a substrate with a powerful, heat-resistant 
adhesive. However, excessive heat can cause the adhesive 
to release its bond. To prevent this from occuring, 
precautions should be taken when operating ovens at high 
heat. During high heat cycles such as cleaning or broiling, 
either open the door/drawer on each side of the oven or 
install a heat shield to avoid breakdown of doors, drawer 
fronts or adjacent cabinets.

ACCEPTANCE
I have read and understand the above descriptions of laminate, TSS, and foils and their impact on the cabinetry.  I will 
explain these details to my customer to make sure that they understand the product.
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