
Setting Expectations:
Wood Species

Wood components used in cabinetry are a product of 
nature and include solid wood and wood veneers in a 
variety of species, densities, colors and grain patterns.

Color variation within a wood species is influenced by a 
number of factors such as region of harvest, moisture 
and mineral content of the soil, exposure to sunlight and 
genetic makeup.

A range of grain patterns and colors may appear on  
the same panel, and adjacent door and drawer fronts. 
These natural characteristics of wood are not considered 
a defect. View a list of Canyon Creek wood species, their 
distinct characteristics and a depiction of each at www.
canyoncreek.com/wood.

All woods change color over time. The amount of change 
varies depending on wood species, type of cut, exposure to 
natural light, and amount and color of stain pigment used. 
While color samples give a general idea of the appearance 
of a specific stain color and wood species combination, it is 
impossible to represent all grain patterns, wood and stain 
colors, and natural variations that will occur. Because of 
this, we recommend viewing the largest sample possible 
before final species and color selection.

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS: Grain patterns will 
vary between species from very fine, straight grain 
with a smooth surface to more open grain patterns and 
noticeable texture. Many natural features will be found in 
wood cabinets, such as burl grain, small knots, heartwood 
stains, water or mineral streaks, tiger stripes, pitch pockets 
or caramelizing. Colors may vary from nearly white 
to yellow, pink, light purple and slightly reddish brown 
depending on the species. Natural resins cause some 

woods to turn yellow or amber over time. Exposure to sun 
or natural light speeds up this process. 

RUSTIC WOODS: Canyon Creek offers Rustic Alder, 
Rustic Beech, Rustic Hickory and Rustic Maple. With 
rustic woods, no single door or front perfectly matches 
another. The look is created by a blend of cabinets, each 
with its own unique characteristics. Creating this overall 
appearance on a single sample is not possible, so we 
recommend viewing as large a sampling as possible.

Presence of Rustic characteristics cannot be guaranteed 
on each piece, or as part of every cabinet. Rustic product 
contains natural attributes of the wood species, so 
quantity, size, placement, and color of characteristics  
will vary. 

Characteristics represented: mineral streaks, burled 
grains, natural color variations, grain variations, naturally 
occurring cracks, grain roughness and knots.

Open knots (up to 1/2") are acceptable, but they must be 
structurally sound, and may not have sharp edges that can 
create a hazard for end user. 

Individual characteristics may not be specified on an order, 
and their consistency (or lack of) is not considered cause 
for replacement.  Doors, drawer fronts, Finished Furniture 
Ends, Finished Furniture Backs and Panel Ends are the only 
components that will be Rustic.

All veneer panels and Moldings will be manufactured using 
clear material. Cabinet accessories and components of 
3/4" sheet-stock will be produced using clear material. 
(Examples: letter organizers, end shelf cabinets, range 
hoods, valances, and finished interiors.)
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Wood Characteristics Acceptance

ACCEPTANCE
I have read and understand the above descriptions of wood species and their impact on the cabinetry.  I will explain 
these details to my client to make sure that they understand the product.

Client Signature Date

Dealer Signature Date
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